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P A R T 53.—MECHANIC S C H O O L R A T I N G 
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53.1 Mechanic school rating certificate requirements. To be 

eligible for a rat ing as a mechanic school and certification as such an 
applicant shall comply w i t h the fol lowing requirements: 

53.10 Curriculum: 
(a) A n applicant shall have a curriculum of not less than 1,650 

hours of instruction i n the theory and practice of construction, i n 
spection, maintenance, overhaul, and repair of aircraft , aircraft 
engines, propellers, and their appliances, and i n the contents of the 
applicable C i v i l A i r Regulations. This curriculum shall be designed 
to be completed i n not less than one year. 

(b) The applicant may also secure approval by the Administrator 
of the fol lowing additional curricula: 

(1) A n aircraft curriculum: which shall include a l l subjects ap
pearing i n the aircraft and aircraft engine curriculum specifically 
dealing w i t h aircraft , including the applicable provisions : of the 
C i v i l A i r Regulations. This curriculum shall include not less than 
960 hours of instruction and shall be designed to be completed i n 
not less than 8 months. 

(2) A n aircraft engine curriculum which shall include al l sub
jects appearing i n the aircraft and aircraft engine curriculum 
specifically dealing w i t h aircraft power plants, including the ap
plicable provisions of the C i v i l A i r Regulations. This curriculum 
shall include not less than 960 hours of instruction and be designed 
to be completed i n not less than 8 months. 
(c) Each curriculum described i n this section shall provide for i n 

struction in al l the subjects necessary properly to quali fy the student 
to perform the duties and functions of the position for which he may 
seek an airman certificate.1 

1 T h e contents of tlie several curricula provided for are outlined in Manual H3. Meelmale 
School E a t i n g . 
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53.11 Mechanic instructors. The applicant shall have, for all 
subjects included in any approved curriculum, instructors holding 
valid mechanic certificates and valid ground instructor certificates, 
with ratings for each certificate appropriate for the subject or sub
jects in which such persons give instruction: Provided, That the ap
plicant may be deemed to have met this requirement if he shows that 
any such instruction being given by a person not so rated and cer
tificated is being given under the direct supervision of a full-time 
instructor with the certificate and ratings required by this section. 
53.12 Mechanic instructors, ratio. The applicant shall have at 

least one instructor giving instruction in each subject in an approved 
curriculum for each 25 students simultaneously receiving instruction 
hi that subject. 
53.13 Facilities, equipment, and material. An applicant shall 

have the following facilities, equipment, and material: 
(a) Suitable classrooms adequate to accommodate the largest num

ber of students scheduled for attendance at any one time. Such 
classrooms shall be properly heated, lighted, and ventilated. 

(b) Suitable shop space adequate to accommodate the largest 
number of students scheduled for attendance at any one time. Such 
shop space shall be at least 10,000 square feet in area and shall be 
properly heated, lighted, and ventilated. 

(c) Slaterial ana equipment of the kind and quantity necessary to 
give each student theoretical and practical training in the use of such 
material and equipment sufficient to qualify him to perform the 
duties and functions of the position for which he may seek an airman 
certificate.2 

53.2 Student instruction. 
53.20 Student examinations. Upon completion of each subject in

cluded in any approved curriculum, each student taking such subject 
shall be given an appropriate examination. The student's examina
tion, or, in the case of a practical examination, a report thereof, shall 
be kept by the school as a part of its records for not less than 1 year 
from the date of the termination of the student's enrollment. 
53.21 Reeords. Certificated mechanic schools shall keep an accu

rate individual record of each student enrolled therein, which record 
shall include a chronological log of all instruction, attendance, sub
jects covered, examinations, and examination grades. The entire 
record shall be certified by an authorized official of the school familiar 
with the facts contained therein. 
53.22 Reports. On the first da of January and July of each year 

and at such other times as the Administrator may require, every 
holder of a mechanic school certificate shall transmit to the Admin
istrator a correct and completely executed report on the form pre
scribed and furnished by the Administrator. Such report shall in
clude the following information as to students enrolled in the course 
or courses approved by the Administrator: 

(a) The names of all students enrolled. 
(b) The course or courses for which they are enrolled. 

^ T h e e q u i p m e n t , f a c i l i t i e s , a n d m a t e r i a l w h i c h a r e n e c e s s a r y t o c o m p l y w i t h s e c , 5 3 . 1 3 
a r e o u t l i n e d I n M a n u a l 53- H e c h a t i i c S c h o o l H a t i n g . 
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( c ) T h e names o f the students who have been g r a d u a t e d w i t h i n t h e 
p e r i o d covered b y t h e r e p o r t and the course o r courses f r o m w h i c h 
g r a d u a t e d . 

( d ) T h e names o f a l l s tudents d r o p p e d f r o m e n r o l l m e n t , w i t h i n 
t h e p e r i o d covered b y t h e r e p o r t , a n d the reasons there for . 
53.23 G r a d u a t i o n certificate. E a c h s tudent g r a d u a t i n g f r o m a 

cert i f i cated mechanic school w h o has s a t i s f a c t o r i l y completed a n a p 
p r o v e d c u r r i c u l u m s h a l l be g i v e n a g r a d u a t i o n cert i f icate executed on 
a f o r m prescr ibed and f u r n i s h e d b y the A d m i n i s t r a t o r . 
53.24 Standard of instruction. T h e s t a n d a r d o f i n s t r u c t i o n i n a 

cert i f i cated mechanic school s h a l l be suff ic iently h i g h to insure t h a t 
an average o f 8 o u t o f 10 o f i t s graduates , w h o a p p l y w i t h i n 1 year 
a f t e r g r a d u a t i o n , w i l l q u a l i f y f o r a mechanic cert i f icate a n d r a t i n g 
cor respond ing t o the c u r r i c u l u m f r o m w h i c h t h e y were g r a d u a t e d . 
T h i s average s h a l l be computed on the basis o f t h e n u m b e r o f students , 
g r a d u a t e d b y t h e school d u r i n g each 6 m o n t h s ' p e r i o d a f t e r M a y 1 , 
1940, w h o a p p l y and are examined f o r t h e mechanic cert i f icate a n d 
r a t i n g correspond ing t o the c u r r i c u l u m f r o m w h i c h t h e y were 
g r a d u a t e d . 
53.25 Credit for extracurricular work. A s tudent w h o is en 

gaged in a mechanical occupat ion , t h e nature o f w h i c h is comparable 
to some p o r t i o n o f t h e c u r r i c u l u m i n w h i c h he is enro l l ed , m a y receive 
c r e d i t f o r a n u m b e r o f h o u r s equivalent t o the experience received, 
i n l i e u o f such p o r t i o n o f the c u r r i c u l u m : Provided, T h a t such c r e d i t 
s h a l l n o t exceed 400 hours i n t h e 1,650-hour c u r r i c u l u m , n o r 200 h o u r s 
i n each 960-hour c u r r i c u l u m . 
53.26 Hours of attendance. N o s tudent s h a l l be g i v e n a g r a d u a 

t i o n cert i f icate unless such s tudent has been i n attendance n o t less 
t h a n 98 percent o f the t o t a l hours r e q u i r e d b y t h e school t o complete 
the approved c u r r i c u l u m f o r w h i c h he was enro l led . 
53.3 Mechanic school certificate. 
53.30 Application. A p p l i c a t i o n f o r a mechanic school cert i f i cate 

s h a l l be made u p o n the appl icable f o r m prescr ibed a n d f u r n i s h e d b y 
t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r , and s h a l l be accompanied b y t w o copies o f any 
proposed c u r r i c u l u m . 

53.31 Display. A mechanic school cert i f i cate s h a l l be presented f o r 
inspect ion u p o n the reasonable request o f a n y person. 
53.32 Duration. A mechanic school cert i f icate s h a l l be o f 60 days ' 

d u r a t i o n a n d , unless t h e ho lder thereo f is otherwise not i f i ed b y t h e 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r w i t h i n such p e r i o d , s h a l l cont inue i n effect i n d e f i n i t e l y 
therea f t e r , unless suspended o r revoked b y the B o a r d . 
53.33 Nontransferability. A mechanic school cert i f i cate is no t 

t rans ferab le . 
53.34 Surrender. U p o n t h e suspension, r evoca t i on , o r e x p i r a t i o n 

o f a mechanic school cert i f icate , the h o l d e r o f such certi f icate s h a l l , 
u p o n request, surrender such certi f icate t o any officer o r employee o f 
the A d m i n i s t r a t o r . 
53.35 Inspection. T h e a p p l i c a n t f o r a mechanic school cert i f i cate 

s h a l l offer f u l l cooperat ion w i t h respect t o any inspect ion o r e x a m i n a 
t i o n w h i c h m a y be made o f sa id a p p l i c a n t , i t s personnel , f a c i l i t i e s , 
equ ipment , a n d records, u p o n p r o p e r request b y a n author i zed r e p r e -
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sentative of the Aohninistrator prior or subsequent to the issuance of a 
mechanic school certificate. 

53.4 General rales. 
53.40 Advertising. No certificated mechanic school shall in any 

manner make any statement pertaining to such school which is false 
or is designed to mislead any person contemplating enrollment in 
such school: Provided, That any advertising which indicates that 
such school is approved by the Administrator shall clearly differen
tiate between those subjects which have been approved by the 
Administrator and those which have not. 
53.41 Curriculum changes. No change shall be made in any ap

proved curriculum prior to approval of the change by the Adminis
trator. Unless the school is notified to the contrary within 60 days 
after submission of the proposed change to the Administrator, such 
change will be deemed to have been approved. 
53.42 Maintenance of facilities, equipment, and material. The 

holder of a currently effective mechanic school certificate shall main
tain personnel, facilities, equipment, and material at least equal in 
quality and quantity to those required for the issuance of such a 
certificate. 
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